General Housekeeping o? ol
Q&A Polls

Welcome! NEEDHELP?

Make sure that WANT TO ASK A QUESTION?

your speakers are turned on. If you are experiencing ) )
difficulties, please contact the live chat facilitator. CLICK THIS ICON TO CHAT

This keeps background sound down
so that all participants can hear the content. We’ll explain how to
use chat to communicate.

Take notes, but there
will be materials for continued learning, too!

You will receive a link to the playback in your
inbox tomorrow morning.
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& PFLAG.ORG

Fighting for Our Pride

Because Love & Liberty
Are Inseparable



Your presenters for this evening

Katie Blair (she/her) Patrick Cochran (he/him) Josie Mitz (she/her)

Vice President, Advocacy Senior Manager, _
State & Federal Advocacy Campaigns Manager

Contact us at advocacy@pflag.org!
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General Housekeeping

Group Agreements

1. Be honest about your feelings and
thoughts and use “I” statements.

2. Remember that you can learn from anyone, and
we can all navigate disagreements with kindness.

3. Keep questions and
comments relevant and concise.

4. Be present and avoid
distractions. You deserve (and need) time to learn.
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General Housekeeping @
Learning Objectives

During this workshop we will:

* Talk about why a campaign like Fighting for Our Pride is so important, right now, for
PFLAG National and our network of PFLAG chapters and supporters nationwide

* Review the goals of this campaign and what you — as PFLAG chapter leaders, members,
and supporters — can expect from the PFLAG National team

e Discuss the key issue areas this campaign will focus on
e Consider ways to reach key decision makers through civic education

* Hear from PFLAG leaders who can tell you about the advocacy work they’re already
doing in their community and how you can adapt it where you live
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Getting Started



Getting Started

This Moment

* Unprecedented attacks on LGTBQ+ community at all levels
of government

e Since January 1, 2025 there have been 616 pieces of
anti-LGBTQ+ legislation introduced in state legislatures.

\
ba%,’.

e 71 were signed into law. \L
* Numerous executive orders have targeted the LGBTQ+ '"'

community including trans and nonbinary youth

» Attacks have continued at all levels of government

Bills per state

0 1-5 6-10 1115 16+

PH A6



PFLAG in This Moment

* 362 active PFLAG chapters across the country
* 40 new chapters in the last fiscal year

* 95% of chapters already engaging in advocacy
work in general

* 23% of chapters engaged in the PFLAG Votes campaign
* 17% of chapters engaged in school board advocacy

* 54% of chapters engaged in other forms of advocacy
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Share an example of advocacy work that you or
your PFLAG chapter have done this year?




Fighting for Our Pride



PFlAﬁ Get Support Find Resources Join the Fight Our Stories O\

BECOME A MEMBER m

Swum?  Fighting For Our
: Pride

PRIDE
PFLAG

Across the country, families are facing an unprecedented wave of legislation
targeting LGBTQ+ people—especially youth. From book bans and classroom
censorship to restrictions on gender-affirming care, attacks on identity
documents, and renewed threats to marriage equality, these measures harm
families, divide communities, and undermine our shared values.

PFLAG families know this: love and liberty are inseparable. That’s why we

pflag.org/fightingforourpride
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Fighting for Our Pride

Goal One:

Educate PFLAG chapters, members, and supporters on:

* The importance of local government

 The policies, laws, and ordinances that impact the LGBTQ+
community where they live

e Key issue areas where PFLAGers can make significant e
Impact "éw"”w P

SU((ISS

-.-.

z:?g EDU(ATE %

m-.
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Fighting for Our Pride

Goal Two:

Train and empower PFLAG chapters, members, and supporters
to participate in their local government in order to:

* Create safe and inclusive learning environments
* Ensure safe access to gender affirming care and privacy

* Protect full recognition and dignity in public life for LGBTQ+
people
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Fighting for Our Pride

Goal Three:

Take action at all levels of government in a variety of ways that ensure
that decision makers know that PFLAG chapters, members, and
supporters are committed to:

* Showing up

* Changing the political climate

 Shifting public attitudes

e Garnering the respect and support that LGBTQ+ people deserve *‘)

TAKE
ACTION
k -
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Key Issue Areas



Key Issue Areas

Access to Care

The Issue: Access to Care

e 27 states + Puerto Rico ban best practice medical care
for transgender and nonbinary youth

* 6 states + Puerto Rico make providing certain types of
best practice medical care a felony

* Approximately 40% of trans youth 13-17 live in a state
where care is banned

State bans best practice medication and surgical care
for transgender youth, though ban may not be in

effect (see note)

State bans best practice surgical care for transgender

youth

State does not ban best practice medical care for

transgender youth

State ban makes it a felony crime to provide certain
forms of best practice medical care for transgender

youth

Court ruling is currently blocking enforcement of

state's healthcare ban




Key Issue Areas

Access to Care

How has this medically necessary care been banned?

- Limiting youth access to gender-affirming care

* Banning hormone therapy, puberty blockers, and other forms of gender
affirming-care

* Banning all forms of surgical care

* Banning state and federal assistance for costs

* Banning gender affirming care for prisoners

* Mandating that insurance companies must cover “detransition” care

* Extending liability to the point of malpractice



Has your community dealt with book
challenges or bans in 2024 or 2025?




Key Issue Areas

Safe and Supportive Learning

The Issue: Banning books, censoring curriculum, and outing
young people

* During the 2023-2024 school year, an organization called
PEN America documented more than 10,000 book bans
in schools

* 16 states ban the discussion of LGBTQ+ people or issues
in some or all school curricula

e 15 states require forced outing of transgender students
to their parents or guardians in some circumstances

PH A6

State law forces the outing of transgender youth if
they make specific disclosures or requests about their
gender identity to school staff

State law requires forced outing of transgender youth,
but only if parents ask school staff for the information

State law requires forced outing of transgender youth

before school staff can use a student’s preferred
name/pronouns, but a student’s mere request to use a
different name or pronouns does not itself require
forced outing

State law does not force the outing of transgender
youth in schools

State does not force outing but may contribute to
hostile school climate (see note beneath map)




Key Issue Areas

Safe and Supportive Learning

How are states banning books?

Creating broad restrictions on “sexually explicit” or
“inappropriate” content

Mandating the review of and/or removal of challenged books
from school or public libraries

Requiring parental opt-in or opt-out rules for certain
NEIERELS

Creating penalties for educators and librarians who
provide access to banned or restricted books
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Key Issue Areas

Safe and Supportive Learning

How are states censoring curriculum?
* Limiting classroom discussion or lessons that include LGBTQ+ people or topics

» Specifying which age groups can are able to access materials that include
LGBTQ+ people or topics

* Allowing parents to challenge classroom discussion
or lessons that they do not support

* Removing signs and symbols meant to indicate
welcoming and inclusive space
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Key Issue Areas

Safe and Supportive Learning

How are forcing students to out themselves to parents/caregivers?

* Compelling school employees to notify parents/caregivers if a
young person discloses that they are transgender or nonbinary

* Mandating that school employees must ask
parents/caregivers for their permission to use different
name or pronouns in school

* Requiring school employees to share information about a
student’s gender identity or gender expression if a
parent asks them about it
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Key Issue Areas

Dignity and Recognition

The Issue: Denying LGBTQ+ people full recognition and
dignity in public life

e 18 states currently regulate gender by defining “sex”
throughout all state law by legislation or executive order

e 20 states ban transgender people from using bathrooms
or other gender segregated facilities in some or all
government buildings, including K-12 schools

e 29 states ban transgender students from participating in
sports consistent with their gender identity by law or
regulation (law or regulation on hold in 5 states)

43 states have ID/document restrictions of some kind

PH A6

. State law bans transgender students from
participating in sports consistent with their gender
identity

State regulation or agency policy bans transgender
students from participating in sports consistent with
their gender identity

State law does not ban transgender students from
participating in sports consistent with their gender
identity

G Court ruling is currently blocking enforcement of at
least part of state's sports ban (see notes below map)



Key Issue Areas

Dignity and Recognition
How are states denying LGBTQ+ people dignity and recognition?

e Rolling back protections for same sex marriage

® |n 2025, nine states attempted to pass resolutions
asking SCOTUS to revisit the issue

e 25 states have both statutes and constitutional
amendments limiting the ability of same-sex couples
to marry.
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How will we fight for our pride?



Key Issue Areas

Fighting for Our Pride

How will PFLAG be Fighting for Our Pride?

e Ensuring our members and supporters are aware of laws, ordinances, and policies
that are impacting their state, cities, and communities

e Empowering our members and supporters in sharing their stories of how legislation
and policies are affecting their lives and sharing that story

e Training and empowering our members and supporters on how to build
relationships with their elected officials

e Sharing the possibilities of what it could look like to provide access to care, safe and
supportive learning environments, dignity and recognition to everyone
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Reaching Decision Makers



Have you ever attended a public meeting to
demonstrate your support for LGBTQ+ people?




Reaching Decision Makers

School Boards

School boards serve as the governing bodies of school districts.
Members are often elected by the local community.

Responsibilities:
- Set the policies that impact the daily experiences of students
- Set the budget for the school districts

- Report to a state level officer who oversees the education
department of the state or a region of the state

- Have control over nondiscrimination and anti-bullying policies,
are often the front line for book bans and curriculum censorship
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Reaching Decision Makers

Library Boards

Library boards oversee a specific library and/or multiple public libraries in a community.
Members are often appointed by city or county officials.

Responsibilities:
e Craft the annual budget for a library or libraries

* Create, edit, and develop library policies including programming
and the materials, tools, and resources available

e Hire and evaluate library directors Library Board
Meeting

\
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Reaching Decision Makers

City or Town Councils

City or Town Councils serve as the legislative body of a municipality.
Members are often elected by the local community.

Responsibilities:
* Create and approve local laws and ordinances

* Approve budgets and manage services related to community
safety, utilities, and community programs including diversity,
equity, inclusion, and accessibility initiatives

&,

r——3% \0

CITY COUNCIL
MEETING

* Pass and enforce local protections against discrimination in
businesses, schools, parks, and other public facilities
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Reaching Decision Makers

State Legislatures

State legislatures are the lawmaking bodies of a US state, and with the exclusion of
Nebraska, are bicameral (have two branches). Members are elected by voters in their
districts.

Responsibilities:
* Provide checks and balances to the executive and judicial branches of the state
* Create and pass state laws as well as the annual budget

* Oversee government programs, state-funded healthcare,
and other social services

* Influence education policies for schools throughout the state

e Establish statewide nondiscrimination policies

PH A6




How We Show Up

* Attending public meetings in whatever capacity is comfortable for you
* Building relationships with elected officials

* Signing up to speak and sharing stories and impacts that policies, laws, and
ordinances will have on themselves or their LGBTQ+ loved ones

* Engaging with your decision makers in public forms or town halls

* Writing or calling your elected officials to show support for or against policies up for
vote or discussion
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A Case Study:
PFLAG Greensboro, NC



The Issue: Book Bans

»SA LVA (,E North Carolina moves toward banning
- 'ES As book-bannings sweep library books containing sexual content

across the country, one

Y The bill would require school districts to create a committee to identify library books

containing sexual activity or “pervasively vulgar” content.

fights back against book
challenge

SYDNEY HAULENBEEK / April 16, 2025 (x I =) O]

Parents could get say in school
book bans under new NC proposal

A new bill in North Carolina could let parents help decide which books
are too explicit for school libraries.

Parent groups concerned by books in NC school libraries that may not fit their idea of US values. Academic experts seek more nuanced approach.

EEEEEEEEE

by Kate Denning - October 7,2025
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A Case Study: PFLAG Greensboro, NC

What We Did

Step 1: Research.

Go to the governing body’s website to find meeting times and locations, previous
meeting agendas, they types of topics discussed at meetings that are open to the public,
etc.

Step 2: Sign up for emails and news alerts.

You can follow local advocacy groups on social media, sign up from newsletters from
elected officials, set up Google Alerts, etc. — to be sure you know when meetings and
hearings are scheduled

Step 3: Call, visit, and attend meetings. Consistently.
The voices of those who show up have the biggest impact
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A Case Study: PFLAG Greensboro, NC

What We Learned

« Building relationships takes work
« Representation matters in these spaces
« Being present allows us to challenge false narratives

« Working in partnership with others demonstrates
solidarity and a united front against oppression

« Lawmakers are more accountable to their
constituents when they are unable to ignore public
input
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T0P TEN MOST
CHALLENGED
BOOKS of 2024

E21 ALL BOYS AREN'T BLUE
by George M. Johnson

Why this book matters: bit.ly/allboysBR

E2 GENDER QUEER by Maia Kobabe

Why this book matters: bit.ly/gender8R

EEE] THE BLUEST EYE

by Toni Morrison

Why this book matters: bit.ly/bluestBR
EDZNE] THE PERKS OF BEING

A WALLFLOWER by Stephen Chbosky

Why this book matters: bit.ly/wallflowerBR

EH TRICKS by Ellen Hopkins

Why this book matters: bit.ly/tricksBR

LOOKING FOR ALASKA
by John Green

Why this book matters: bitly/alaskaBR

ME AND EARL AND
THE DYING GIRL by Jesse Andrews

Why this book matters: bit.ly/ecrlBR

EDENE] CRANK by Ellen Hopkins

Why this book matters: bit.ly/crankBR

SOLD by Patricia McCormick

Why this book matters: bit.ly/soldBR

30 FLAMER by Mike Curato

Why this book matters: bit.ly/flamerBR




Take Action



Take Action

Attend a Public Meeting

Because love and liberty are inseparable

Commit to
attending a public
meeting in your

Fighting For Our Pride Local
Government Pledge

Take the Fighting For Our Pride local government pledge and make a plan to attend a
local government meeting in your community. Visit pflag.org/FightingForOurPride to
learn more about PFLAG National's newest advocacy campaign.

community to
Fight for Our Pride
today!

jmitz@pflag.org Switch account

£3 Not shared

* Indicates required question

First and Last Name *

Your answer
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Take Action

Contact Your Local Officials

Pl:l AG Contact your state

LGBTQ+ people are valued, loved, and deserve the freedom to thrive. Through the Fighting for Our
Pride campaign, PFLAG National is mobilizing advocates across the country to make sure lawmakers . . .
State Zip Code’
at every level hear our message loud and clear—because liberty and love are inseparable.
Asavoteranda i , your participation is critical in this fight. Sharing your story helps g
show leaders the real impact of their decisions and the urgent need for laws that are inclusive,
affirming, and just. O P - d '
Fill out the form to find out which actions you can take in your area. You may be prompted to make a u r r I e [ ]

call, send an email, or even take multiple actions. On the next page, you can customize the email or
script to add your own story about why affirming LGBTQ+ people is important to you.

Fighting for Our Pride: Take Action for LGBTQ+ People and

Families Address, line 1

Choose one...
Use this page to take action with PFLAG by urging your elected officials—local, state, and federal—to
consistently vote to protect the rights of LGBTQ+ people and their families, at every age and in every

place.

Take Action
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Take Action

Educate Your Community

Share this presentation. Share resources available at
pflag.org/fightingforourpride. Help members of your

community find their advocacy style!

Reach out to advocacy@pflag.org to learn more!
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Wrapping Up



pflag.org/resource/
fighting-for-our-pride






Thank you!

advocacy@pflag.org

B PFLAG.ORG



